
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “It’s Time...” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been designed to explore the 
season of Advent, during which we are invited to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Today’s theme 
“to Remember Your Baptism,” is the fifth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service 
on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditonal Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

Thursday: New Year’s Eve 

Friday: New Year’s Day

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

The office will be closed Thursday and Friday 
for the New Year’s Holiday. We will re-open 
on Monday January 4. Happy New Year!     

This Week:

Academy Ministry: Thank You!
     Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Aldersgate! The Academy would like to thank you for all the 
love and support we received this year! This has been a phenomenal year at the Academy. We have been 
prayed for, fed, supported financially, read to and loved! Your children are loving the new playground! 
The members of the Aldersgate community who have volunteered to read to the children on Fridays are 
fantastic! We cannot thank you enough for your support of our Academy. We would encourage you to stop 
by, introduce yourself, say hello and continue to build  relationships with the staff, families and children. 
— Carol Rogers



Children’s Ministry: The Playground is Amazing!
    I just wanted to take a moment to 
thank everyone in the church who 
gave so generously toward our new 
playground! The children love it! It is 
such an inviting space with the green 
grass and big open areas for the kids 
to run and play. I have even seen a few 
adults trying out the orbitron. I have 
to say, I have given it a spin myself, 
and it is quite fun!  Thank you to this 
church for making children a priority, 
because when church is fun, they want 
to come back! When the children 
want to come back, it makes it nice 
for us parents to come back as well! I 
try hard to make children’s ministry a 

good mixture of fun and learning, and the playground is a big part of that! Thank you! — Alayna Brooks

Connections: New Year’s Resolution? Join a Growth Group!
   The New Year is almost here and resolutions are being made. Some of the most popular resolutions include 
exercising more often, learning something new, eating healthier and getting more rest. Well, I’ve got a 
resolution for everyone to consider! I challenge everyone to resolve to connect with a small group. Some of 
you are already in a Growth Group, Sunday school class, or other small group, but if you aren’t, then I hope 
you will consider joining an Aldersgate Growth Group. Even better, I guarantee that you will meet all of 
those other resolutions too! Joining a Growth Group will exercise your brain as you delve into scripture. You 
will learn new things about God, yourself 
and fellow group members, and you will 
feel more spiritually centered and rested. 
Ok, so I know I didn’t include anything 
about eating healthier but that’s because I 
can’t lie. Groups usually share a delicious 
treat each week so you may have to practice 
a little self-discipline to keep from eating 
too much. I know this article has been kind 
of silly, but in all seriousness, I really do 
believe that joining a Growth Group is one 
way to become more whole, healthy, and 
connected. Sign up at the Welcome Center 
or contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.
org or (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson
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It’s Time ... to Remember Your Baptism
Colossians 2:6-12

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

From Birth to Ministry (Luke 2:21-3:23a)

The Language of Baptism

The Love of Baptism

The Life of Baptism

Solid as a Rock

“True baptism allows us to reframe, and contain, the reality of evil, without needing to blame anyone else, 
without any need for shame or vengeance. We are all in this together, and our common wound shows itself in 

different ways.” 
                 Richard Rohr



All Church Celebration: Thank You!
   On December 13, our congregation came together to hear the 
Christmas story told so creatively by our children. (Thank you, 
Kathryn Andrews, and your team, for encouraging and working with 
our children to share God’s love in this way.) We shared a delicious 
meal together. (Thank you, all of you who brought soup and chili and 
bread to share. And thank you, Cathy Justus, for making all of those 
delicious cupcakes that were almost too pretty to eat . . . ALMOST!) 
And then several volunteers picked up a small gift (shown on the 
left) to take to some of our members who are not able to attend 
church services on a regular basis. (Thank you, all of you, who gave 
of your time to remind our friends that we love and miss them.) This 
last part, the visiting of our homebound, is what truly makes our 
annual Christmas celebration an all-church event. When I called the 
homebound this year to arrange the visits, I heard more than once 
something to this effect: “Oh, yes! Send someone my way. I love our 
church, and I love the people!” You are the people who make our 

church what it is: a place of love and warmth and community . . . that exists beyond these walls. Thank you! 
Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Youth Ministry: Parent Meeting and Upcoming Events
    There will be a Youth Parent Meeting on Sunday, January 10, at 4:00 p.m. We will discuss upcoming 
events, opportunities to serve and our schedule for the spring semester. Please note that the Youth will not 
meet again until January 3. Sunday School will continue throughout the holidays.
   During Spring Break 2016 (March 14-18), the youth will embark on their 5th annual Spring Break Ski 
Trip! The youth will head to Monarch, Colorado, for a time of fun, fellowship, and to enjoy the beauty of 
God’s creation. There are 20 spots available, and it is first-come, first-served. The cost breakdown of the trip 
is: for ages 7-18, $350; for ages 19+, $365; for non-skiers, $215.
     The cost of the trip will include travel, lodging, three-day lift tickets, equipment rentals, four continental 
breakfasts and three lunches on the 
mountain. All add-ons and upgrades (i.e., 
helmets, performance skis, lessons) will be 
a la carte. A $150 deposit is due by January 
10. However, you may sign up now at 
www.skidaddy.com/aldersgateumc. 
This website also will provide the forms, 
waivers, maps and an itinerary for the trip.  
     For more information and/or questions, 
please contact me at 325-370-5223 or 
youth@aldersgateabilene.org. 
    Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                          12.20.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $17,120.50
Received This Month-to-Date = $64,907.09
Received Year-to-Date = $756,721.92
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $148,904.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 155
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 165
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 320
                                                   Sunday School = 154

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

Congratulations to Amy and Jason Feltz upon the birth of their son, Augustus 
James Feltz, born Monday, December 21st.



by Pastor Steve

We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

1 Chronicles 1-2
Psalm 43-45, 49, 84-85, 87
1 Chronicles 3-5
Psalm 73, 77-78
1 Chronicles 6
Psalm 81, 88, 92-93
1 Chronicles 7-10

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Colossians 2:6-12
Luke 2:21-3:23
Colossians 3:1-17
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Acts 16:16-34
Ephesians 4:1-5
Romans 6:1-14

    Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
–Colossians 3:16
   It is really hard to overstate that reading, meditating on, 
understanding and living the scriptures is one of the most 
important means for our spiritual growth and transformation into 
Christlikeness. Not only does the Bible help us grow spiritually 
as individuals, but the scriptures equip us to teach and encourage 
others. At the very core of our Methodist DNA stands the important 
reality that we are to arrange our lives in such a way that we are 
regularly reading the Bible and allowing the word of Christ to dwell 
in us richly in a transformative way.
    On the other hand, I also am keenly aware that the Bible can 
be challenging, confusing and even daunting to many. This time 
of year, many a faithful and well-meaning Christian sets out in 
earnest to read the entire Bible in a year. Many get to the book of 
Leviticus and find it is like hitting a brick wall and stop right there. 
Have you ever experienced this?
    I have discovered a group of people on the web that are doing 
some great work helping people learn how to read the Bible and 
they actually read through the Bible in a year. The group is called 
The Bible Project (https://jointhebibleproject.com/). They have an 
amazing read-through-the-Bible-in-a-year plan that involves short 
introduction videos to the individual books of the Bible and theme 
videos that show how particular themes weave their way through 
the whole Bible. You watch these videos at strategic times while you 
read through the Bible in a year. You can learn more about the Read 
Scripture Plan and find the actual plan at http://thebibleproject.
tumblr.com/readscripture. Here, you will find a video that will 
introduce you to the nuts and bolts of the plan. It is so inspiring! 
You also can follow The Bible Project on Facebook.
    I invite you to join me in reading through the Bible in 2016 by 
using The Bible Project plan as a means to further allow the word of 
Christ to dwell in us richly. We will experience the joy of becoming 
more like Jesus as we do!  


